
Conservation_Minutes_8.27.2020 
 

Meeting via Zoom. 
 
Attending: Linda Hecker, Linda Lembke, Steve Soszynski, Bevan Quinn, Marli 
Rabinowitz, Karen Murphy 
Not attending: Bill Jewell, Anne Montgomery, Susan Bonthron 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:30. 
 
Slight agenda order made to move Ash Tree Inventory discussion before AVCC and 
Backyard Habitat Certification items. 
 
The minutes from July were passed unanimously. 
 
Weeks Forest Trail 
Several CC members were able to walk the land around the Spring Farm on August 20th 
with the goal to find ways to extend the Weeks Forest Trail. Chuck Collins graciously 
hosted this walk. A rough bridge will be needed to make this extension viable.  
Susan Bonthron and Gilbert Ruff put up a visual barrier around the eroded culvert by 
the waterfall. Bevan is working on bridge type and construction.  
Linda L reset a post and Karen and Steve Lembke installed stone steps in a wet area.  
There is an EAB poster now posted at the beginning of the trail. 
 
Ash Tree Inventory: 
Commissioners were able to finish the remaining miles of ROW and town property this 
spring/summer. Marli has preliminary numbers and status of the trees and a more 
complete summary will be sent soon. The town has appropriated $10,000 for this fiscal 
year to start removing priority trees. It is estimated by the Road Commission that it 
might cost as much as $50,000 a year for five years to complete the job.  
Linda H gave us an update on applying for EAB grant assistance which is due by 
October 30th. There are three categories for approved projects: removal/replacement, 
wood distribution, and ash tree management on public lands and trails. Removal and 
wood distribution should be our focus.  The Windham County heating fuel assistance 
program might be interested in using ash trees for firewood. Peder will be writing the 
grant application, but needs a description of the project from the Conservation 
Commission. 

EAB Awareness Week September 12-19. Postings on FPF will be made throughout the 
week.  
We are making plans to ID important ash trees on our major roads with formatted signs. 
 
Backyard Habitat Certification: This is a voluntary program through the National 
Wildlife Federation and Vermont Natural Resources Council. One can fill out the 
application on line, and if your property meets certain specified criteria, you will be sent 
a certificate and as well as other benefits. We will discuss whether to publicize this as a 
Guilford initiative. 



 
AVCC Invitation: Linda Hecker has been asked to make a presentation on how 
Conservation Commissions can continue their work during the pandemic restrictions.  
 
Other business: 
We recognized the death of Rory Lincoln’s father. 
Values mapping is on hold until a format for the event can be configured. 
The Connectivity Project has had a few virtual meeting as well as the Green River 
Watershed committee. 
 
Chuck Collins has agreed to a dusk bat showing at the Spring Farm on September 10th.  
 
The next regular meeting is September 17th at 5:30 probably by Zoom. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Murphy 
Clerk  Guilford Conservation Commission. 
 
 
 
 


