
Town of Guilford 
Planning Commission Meeting Notes—draft  

 
6:30 pm Monday, December 16, 2019 at the Guilford Town Office  

 
Call to order: 6:34pm 
 
PC Members present: Jethro Eaton, Michelle Frehsee, Harry Evans, Thayer Tomlinson, 
Tanya Balsley, Nathanael Matthiesen, Jackie Gaines 
 
Recognition of Public: Zon Eastes, Selectboard Representative to the Planning 
Commission  
 
Business 
 

1. Reschedule Handbook meeting: Thayer will send a doodle poll for this meeting and 
will share with all the interested handbook parties and to include: Karen Murphy, 
Linda Lembke, Anne Rider, Rick Zamore, and all Planning Commission 
representatives. We will plan this between January 6 – 20th; evening times will likely 
be easier for all.  

2. Local Hazard Mitigation Plan review and comments:  
a. The current plan is very complete and provides a full overview of Guilford as 

well as a strong history of Guilford. It helps provide clarity on what is 
happening in the town. The updated plan should be made more accessible to 
the Guilford public.  

b. The revision process will update dates and information based on changes 
since the last plan. For example, commission and committee members.  

c. Overall, the PC members had no major issues or revision suggestions with 
the existing plan.  

d. Next steps: Peder will update plan information; the PC should ask Peder and 
Alyssa to add in events since the prior plan was written to bring it up to date. 

3. Information on history of the Town Plan/Planning Commission  
a. Michelle noted that the Planning Commission is the largest commission in 

Guilford. Its role is supposed to be an intermediary between other 
commissions and residents and the Select Board.  

b. Members discussed how to educate new Planning Commission members as 
well as Select Board members to highlight the role of the Planning 
Commission? Is it a flow chart and a short packet to highlight the role of each 
commission and board in terms of the town structure? This could be a 
handout that would go into the Welcome to Guilford Handbook and could 
also be available at the Town Office. How do the current Planning 
Commission members ensure that the learnings from the Planning 
Commission stay relevant even if the members of the Planning Commission 
change? 



c. Jethro noted that the Select Board does a good job highlighting their 
meetings on the Front Porch Forum; should the Planning Commission also do 
this advertising as well to encourage wider representation at our meetings? 

4. Town Plan: Review Historic and Cultural Resources section  
a. Thayer suggested that we change the order of the historic sites to a 

chronological order. Also, as we add more, put all the names to each site 
(what it was called at one point and what it may be called now).  

b. In terms of the historic sites list, Jackie will write an article for the next 
Gazette to ask for more historic sites to be included as part of the town plan 
on page 41.  

c. Michelle asked that we gather as many places as possible for historic sites by 
March 1 to provide to Jeff Nugent for him to create a map for Town Meeting 
to add more historic sites.  

5. Town Plan: Education 
a. Jethro received feedback from Mr. Gagnon for education portion of the Town 

Plan and he will share with Thayer to add those comments into the Town 
Plan.  

 
Communications: none 
 
Close of Meeting: 7:35pm; next meeting is Monday, January 6, 2020 at 6:30pm in the 
Town Office.  
 

 


