
Conservation_Minutes_11.21.2019 
 
Attending: Linda Hecker, Linda Lembke, Susan Bonthron, Bill Jewell, Steve Soszynski, 
Bevan Quinn, Karen Murphy, Michael Becker (select board) 
Not attending: Marli Rabinowitz 
Guest: Patti Smith BEEC 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:30. 
 
The minutes from October 17 were accepted. 
 
Natural resources Inventory (NRI) report: 
Patti Smith has been concentrating on the Green River watershed and has a preliminary 
report written. She presented a sample of a few pages of her report and spoke of our rich 
mesic forests (RMF) that provide diversity of plants and animals. These forests, which 
have never been used for agriculture have two times the diversity of farmed land. It will 
be important to work with landowners in an effort to conserve these lands. Current use 
has provisions for up to 20% of a parcel to remain unlogged if it contains unusual or 
natural communities of plants. The board discussed how we may have an effective 
conversation with landowners who are reluctant to have their land inventoried and what 
language could be useful. Concerns are often about rare, threatened or endangered 
species. If any are identified, the information is not made available to the public 
although it is part of state records in redacted form. If a property is required to have an 
Act 250 permit, any development would have to have a mitigating plan in place in cases 
of rare plants.  
We also discussed the possibility of working with the planning commission on having 
town wide/neighborhood mapping sessions in order to determine which places in town 
have particular value to residents. 
Patti plans on doing field work in central and east Guilford this year and next.  
 
We decided to ask for level funding from the town for the next fiscal year. 
 
The GCC needs a new board member as Rory Lincoln has resigned (Thank you for all 
your work, Rory.).  
 
We have been asked to write the natural resources section of the town plan. It will need 
to include Vermont Act 171 which addresses habitat connectivity and also flood 
resiliency. 
 
The proposed Coyote presentations by Kim Royar are pending until available dates are 
confirmed.  
 
Communications: 
Linda Lembke is working with Peder Rude to establish the GCC section on the town 
website.  
Guilford Cares is in the planning stages of offering Four Winds Nature Program type 
explorations with seniors in the spring and fall of 2020.  



 
The Recreation Commission is planning Winter Fest in February and the GCC would 
like to host a snowshoe walk.  
 
Three board members are planning to report our activities to the select board on 
November 25.  
 
Our next meeting is on December 9. We will be attending the semi-annual joint 
conservation commissions meeting in Marlboro. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Murphy 
Clerk Guilford Conservation Commission 
 
 
 


