
Guilford Planning Commission Meeting Minutes—Draft 

July 25, 2018; Guilford Historical Society Museum 

Planning Commission Members Present: Chuck Clark, Jethro Eaton, Harry Evans, Michelle 

Frehsee, Jackie Gaines, Lynn King, Nathanael Matthiesen, Thayer Tomlinson 

Meeting Opened: 7:12pm 

Recognition of Public: No public 

Old Business:  

1. Flood Plan Ordnance: The Planning Commission is drafting a set of FAQs on the flood 

plan ordnance; Lynn and Jackie took the lead in drafting questions. The Conservation 

Commission can then provide answers and this will be put into an FAQ mailer to go to all 

Guilford residents so they can better understand how it may affect them. The PC has 

offered to pay for this mailer. The PC will provide the Conservation Commission the list 

of questions by Monday July 30. We will ask them to provide us the answers before the 

next Planning Commission meeting Wednesday August 8. Then the Planning 

Commission can review the answers before the mailer will be sent to the Guilford 

residents prior to the November vote on the issue.  

a. Major concerns/questions include. Note, these are questions that the PC has 

identified that we hear from residents most often: 

i. Where can I find more detailed information on this issue? 

ii. Who will figure out how the property values will be reduced and how will 

those be figured?  

iii. If property values are reduced, what can be done to help residents offset 

the loss of property values? Will the 5% be a benefit to the Town? 

iv. How have other towns dealt with this issue? What are some lessons 

learned from other towns? Have towns that have implemented this type 

of bylaw offered engineering support to affected residents? 

v. Will those who are in the flood plain have to carry flood insurance? What 

are the boundaries for the flood insurance? What is the balance for those 

residents in the flood area whose insurance premium is raised and paid 

yearly? Does the 5% really offset this increase? What is the cost/benefit 

analysis?  

vi. Who started this process and what are the laws around this bylaw? 

vii. What is the time scale around the bylaw—do we need to vote on this 

now? How can Guilford residents balance stewardship with regulations? 

viii. What more restrictions may be added to property owners with this 

bylaw; such as mowing, digging ditches, brush hogging, logging/ 

harvesting etc.? 



ix. How will property use be affected/land use and the history of land use on 

a piece of land that may be affected by this bylaw? 

2. Next Steps for the Planning Commission: Michelle suggested we consider writing a 

handbook to share with new residents of Guilford. She showed the Dummerston 

Handbook as an example of what we could create for Guilford. Jackie made a motion to 

proceed on a Guilford Handbook and Jethro seconded the motion. The PC noted that we 

will plan to focus on this document during the September meeting. 

3. Update on Schedule for Receiving the Living Communities Booklet: Michelle will get 

the booklet printed from Minuteman Press so everyone has a copy of the booklet. This 

should be available to Planning Commission members by the August 8 PC meeting (see 

below).  

New Business: 

1. Next Meeting: The Planning Commission will move our next meeting in order to meet 

the August 13 Kirchheimer Drive Solar project response deadline. The Planning 

Commission members voted to move the August meeting to Wednesday August 8, 

2018. Note, the meeting will be held at the Guilford Historical Society Museum on 

Guilford Center Road rather than the Town Office due to construction. 

2. Update on Kirchheimer Drive Materials: This project will be on the agenda at our 

August 8 meeting; Thayer will resend the online link to the PUC CPG amendment to the 

Planning Commission members. 

3. Communicating Planning Commission Meeting Details: We need to ensure that 

meeting minutes have a good level of detail; Jethro asked about the option of possibly 

taping future meetings.  

Meeting Close: 8:30 


