
GUILFORD SELECTBOARD 
ALGIERS VILLAGE TRAFFIC SAFETY MEETING 

Thursday, 9 May 2019, 5:30 pm, Guilford Community Church 
 

  DRAFT MINUTES 
 

 
 

● Meeting began at 5:30pm with an introduction by Lise Sparrow, Gary Swindler, & Richard 
Wizansky 

● Walkabout began on east side of Route 5 diagonal from Guilford Center Road 
○ Comments: 

■ Cars generally exceed speed limit in this area 
■ Vehicles are often heard “squealing” their tires and “peeling out” in this area 
■ Someone noted the area between Paul’s Road and the bridge (over Broad Brook) 

had previously been part of a VTrans safety review. This included “safe spaces”, 
visibility, speeding, pedestrian crossing, and blind spots 

● Walkabout then went to meet with Doug Richmond at his business to ask for his experience as a 
long-term business owner at the corner 

○ There are many “close calls” and “near accidents” at the intersection of Guilford Center 
Road and Route 5 

○ Doug was surprised there are not more serious accidents 
○ Doug felt there have been fewer accidents than he remembered in the past 
○ Suggestions for improving the intersection included a three-way stop sign or flashing lights 
○ The most common accidents were vehicles pulling out from Guilford Center Road onto 

Route 5 that are hit by traffic on Route 5 
○ Suggestions from the group present included: 

■ The Town taking over this section of Route 5 to implement safety measures 
■ Putting up stop signs on Route 5 
■ A crosswalk from Richmond’s Auto to the Guilford Country Store 

 
The group returned to Guilford Community Church for further comments and input 
 

● Dan noted in his time working for the Town (and having grown up in the area) that the location 
had always been a problem. He stated cars often do not stop when turning onto Route 5. 

● Several people pointed out that pulling out of the Guilford Country Store is dangerous. 
● Several people pointed out that vehicles (cars, trucks, and delivery vehicles) parked in the 

right-of-way, parallel to Route 5 by Richmond’s and the Country store impair driver visibility. 
● Several people stated that the “Open” flag on the Country Store also impairs visibility for drivers, 

especially in taller vehicles. 
● Several people referenced a Stevens & Associates report from the construction of the WWHT 

that included recommendations for traffic calming. This included bump-outs, strategic placing of 
“green” areas, and improved parking areas. It was also noted that budget issues and limits to 
rights-of-way may limit what may be able to be done. It was recommended that the Stevens & 
Associates report be shared with VTrans. 

● There was further discussion about what the Town can or cannot do in this area. 
● Other suggestions uncluded: 

○ A “Welcome to Algiers Village” sign just before the south side of the bridge over Broad 
Brook 

○ Reducing speed limits to 25 MPH 
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○ Some people noted they want to see traffic calming measures but were against any 
increases in taxes to do so, including the Town taking ownership of a section of Route 5. 

○ Changing the speed limit on Guilford Center Road between Richmond’s and the Blueberry 
Haus. It was noted this was solely up to the Selectboard and not VTrans. 

○ Pedestrian access in the area is very poor and the sidewalk on the new bridge is made 
less usable due to snow and debris (in the winter) and because there are no connecting 
sidewalks. There was some brief discussion regarding that sidewalk and complications 
surrounding it. 

○ Permanent radar feedback signs were also suggested. 
○ Several people stated they were concerned about permanent flashing lights having a 

negative impact on residents living at the intersection. 
○ A crosswalk was suggested again. 
○ Contact and involve Guilford’s legislators to assist. 
○ Selectboard to consider reviewing speed limits on all Town roads. 

 
Overall, there was a consensus that improvements were needed in the area. 
 
 


