
Guilford Recreation Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, 9 January 2019  6:30-8:00  Guilford Town Office 
 
in attendance: Wendy Stone, Eric Jones, Jake Dixon, Verandah Porsche, Valerie Racine, Chris Zappala 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:33pm 
 
Minutes of the meeting from 12/12/18 were unanimously approved. 
 
The Commission discussed the upcoming dates of the Open Gym, held Saturdays at the Guilford School, and the 
need for volunteers to help set up/break down because the CC4G grant has concluded. 
The upcoming dates for the Open Gym are:  January 19, 26, February 2, 9, and 16. Volunteers would be needed to 
arrive at 10am to set up for 10:30 and stay after the 12:00 closing to put equipment away. 
 
The commission agreed to place a sign (approximately 8"x10") on the ski rack installed at the school designating it 
as part of "The Bill Koch Nordic Skiing Trails Project". A smaller sign (approximately 3"x5") will be placed on the rack 
acknowledging the generosity of Jacob Leach, who constructed the ski rack. 
 
The commission discussed designing a Bill Koch trail logo and involving students in the process and perhaps 
contacting Art teachers at the school to assist. 
 
The 25 Nordic ski packages, made possible by contributions from The Guilford Promise Community, an anonymous 
donor, and Spike Clayton from the Ski Rack in Burlington, will be distributed to participants  on Friday, 11 January 
2019, beginning at 5:30 at the Guilford School. 
There was additional discussion about whether the time and place of the distribution was adequately 
communicated to participants. It was agreed the commission would send another email to all participants about 
the Friday equipment pickup. 
 
The Recreation Commission has planned four Nordic Skiing classes to be held on four consecutive Sundays, from 
2-3pm: January 27, February 3, 10, and 14. These will take place for students receiving the Nordic ski equipment, and 
any others with their own equipment. Sessions will take place on the new school ski trail, the playscape and, the 
fairgrounds. Permission to use the Fairgrounds for these practices sessions is not yet confirmed. Wendy agreed to 
call and request permission. 
 
The commission is still trying to find instructors for the classes, asking for volunteers in groups such as, the Bill 
Koch Trailblazers, and the High School X-C team, and via word-of-mouth. 
If instructors are to be paid, the commission discussed a suggested donation of $5 per lesson from participants. 
 
The shed we had purchased to house ski equipment at the library had been damaged in shipping and proved too 
flimsy for our purposes. What parts had been assembled were dismantled by Eric and Jake Leach, boxed up, and 
returned for reimbursement. The commission discussed asking Jake Leach to design a shed and estimate 
materials.  
 
The Winter Social is planned for 24 February 2019. It will be held at the Guilford Fairgrounds. The commission has 
received permission to use the grounds, and the pavillion. There will be bathrooms available as well. The activities 
planned for the day are Nordic skiing, snowshoeing and sledding. 
The commission is asking participants to bring a potluck crockpot meal to share. The commission will provide hot 
beverages The trails are yet to be marked but .5k and 2k were suggested as good distances. The trails will be 
discussed and confirmed at the February meeting.  The commission agreed Wendy will order 50 ribbons to give to 
all participants on 2/24. 
 
Valerie Racine was unanimously approved as a member of the Recreation Commission 
 
Regarding Commission finances, Eric reported that Commission had a balance of $4009, though the returned shed 
has not yet been reimbursed.    The meeting was adjourned at 8:03pm. 


